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Why should I be baptized in water? 

 
1.  Obedience to what Jesus taught. Jesus 
Himself was baptized and commands all  
believers to be baptized as well.  Water bap-
tism is our first opportunity to obey Christ 
following our salvation.  (Matthew 3:13-17, 
28:19) 
 
2.  Identification with the community of  
believers.  The act of water baptism is a prac-
tice of the family of God world wide.  We 
have been called by God to belong to the body 
of Christ into which we are baptized.   
 
3.  Declaration of faith.  Water  baptism is a 
public confession of the inward work of the 
Savior.  The old sinful man has been put to 
death and we have been resurrected in the 
newness of life.  Water baptism declares our 
testimony to others.   
 
 

 
 

WHAT ELSE SHOULD I KNOW? 
 

Water baptism in itself has no saving power;  
people are baptized not in order to be saved 
but because they are saved.  Therefore we 
cannot say that it is essential for salvation but 
it is essential for obedience to Christ’s com-
mands following your confession of faith in 
Him and His substitutionary work on Calvary. 



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS  
ABOUT WATER BAPTISM 
 
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
All who sincerely repent of their sins and ex-
ercise a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
are eligible for baptism.  Scripture points out 
three outward expressions of those who were 
baptized.  1.) A profession of faith (Acts 8:37) 
2.) A witness of their own spirit by the Holy 
Spirit that they are children of God (Romans 
8:16).  3.) A transformed lifestyle (I John 3:9).  
Since repentance and faith in Christ are re-
quired, infants are incapable of meeting the 
scriptural precedence.  There is no biblical 
example of an infant ever being baptized.  
Therefore Calvary Temple does not practice 
or promote infant baptism. 
 
HOW SHOULD A PERSON BE  
BAPTIZED? 
The word “baptism” literally means to be  
Immersed.  John’s Gospel indicates that John 
the Baptist was baptizing believers in Aenon 
because there was “much water there.” (John 
3:23).  Immersion is when one is totally  
lowered into the water.  This way of baptizing 
also fits the meaning and symbolism that the 
Bible teaches.  Baptism by immersion is the 
pattern set forth by scripture and is the prac-
tice of Calvary Temple.  We encourage those 
that have been baptized any other way (i.e., 
sprinkling, pouring or as an infant) to experi-
ence water baptism by immersion in accord-
ance with biblical teaching (Mark 1:10, Acts 
8:38-39, Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12). 

WHAT IS THE SYMBOL OF  
WATER BAPTISM? 
Water Baptism is a symbol of the believer’s 
identification with Christ in His death, burial, 
and resurrection.  When the believer is im-
mersed into the water, it symbolizes the death 
and burial of the former sinful person and com-
ing up out of the water represents the resurrec-
tion in the new life we now have in Christ. 
(Romans 6:1-5, Colossians 2:12) 
 
WHAT IS THE FORMULA OF  
WATER BAPTISM? 
Christ’s “Great Commission” instructs us to 
baptize disciples “in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and the Holy Ghost.”  (Matthew 
28:19).  Although the formula of water baptism 
is not the crucial issue, embracing the scrip-
tures teaching concerning the Trinity is crucial 
(II Corinthians 13:14, Deuteronomy 6:4,  
Genesis 1:26, Matthew 3:15-17). 
 
When being baptized at Calvary Temple you 
will be baptized according to Christ’s com-
mand to baptize disciples in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost 
(Matthew 28:19) 
 
THE WATER BAPTISM  
CELEBRATION! 
Periodically we will hold a water baptism  
service to celebrate with those who are to be 
baptized.  Submit this application to the 
Church Office.  There will be an orientation 
meeting prior to the baptism service.  Watch 
the bulletin for our next Water Baptism  
Celebration!   

WATER BAPTISM APPLICATION 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________ 
 
Phone #: ___________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (if under 18):  
___________________________________ 
 
Describe your salvation experience (when, 
where, etc..): ________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
 
Describe your present relationship with 
Christ: ____________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Signature: _________________________ 
                 (Parent/Guardian if under 18) 


